
John Wayne Airport

Air Carrier Chronological History

1952

• Bonanza Airlines initiated service

1967

4/1/1967- Air California initiated service

1968

4/17/1968- Bonanza Airlines changed name to   
Air West and initiated service

• Aero Commuter initiated service

• Cable Commuter Airlines initiated service

1969

3/18/1969- Aero Commuter acquired              
Cable Commuter Airlines

7/15/1969- Aero Commuter changed name to 
Golden West Airlines, and initiated service

1970

4/1970- Air West changed name to             
Hughes Airwest

1978

• Trans Catalina Airlines initiated service 

1980

10/01/1980- Hughes Airwest was acquired by  
Republic Airlines and initiated service*

10/1980- Western Airlines initiated service

12/1980- Frontier Airlines initiated service

*The Civil Aeronautics Board approved Republic's takeover of Hughes Airwest on September 12, 1980,  The carrier operated as Republic Airlines West and continued using Hughes Airwest's "RW" code until January 1983 when the final integration of the two carriers occurred.
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1981

2/1981- Sun Aire Airlines initiated service

5/1981- Imperial Airlines initiated service

8/1981- Sun Aire Airlines ceased service

9/1981- Air Irvine initiated service

10/1981- Pacific Southwest Airlines (PSA) initiated 
service

• Air California changed name to Air Cal

• Trans Catalina Airlines ceased service

1983

4/22/1983- Golden West Airlines ceased service

6/1/1983- Air Irvine changed name to Dash Air

9/1983- American Airlines initiated service

• California Seaboard Airlines initiated service

• During the summer, Air Spur Helicopters initiated 
service

1984

9/13/1984- Dash Air ceased service

1985

2/1985- Mid Pacific Air initiated service

4/1/1985- America West Airlines initiated service

4/1/1985- Continental Airlines initiated service

4/1/1985- Jet America initiated service

• WestAir Commuter Airlines initiated service

• Mammoth Air Shuttle initiated service

• Late in the year, Air Spur Helicopters ceased 
service

1986

2/15/1986- Imperial Airlines ceased service

5/1986- Mid Pacific Air ceased service

8/24/1986- Frontier Airlines ceased service

10/1986- Wings West Airlines operated by 
American Eagle initiated service

10/1/1986- Republic Airlines was acquired by 
Northwest Airlines and initiated service

12/12/1986- Delta Connection operated by 
SkyWest Airlines initiated service

• California Seaboard Airlines ceased service

• Early in the year, Resort Commuter Airlines 
initiated service

1987

4/1/1987- Trans World Airlines (TWA) initiated 
service

4/1/1987- Western Airlines was acquired by     
Delta Air Lines and initiated service

9/1987- United Airlines initiated service

10/1/1987- Jet America merged with Alaska 
Airlines and initiated service

• Trans World Express operated by Resort 
Commuter Airlines initiated and ceased service

• Early in the year, StatesWest Airlines initiated 
service

1988

4/9/1988- Pacific Southwest Airlines (PSA) merged 
with USAir

11/1/1988- Pan Am Express operated by       
Resort Commuter Airlines initiated service

11/1988- Mammoth Air Shuttle ceased service
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1989

8/15/1989- Helitrans Air Service initiated service

11/22/1989- Pan Am Express operated by     
Resort Commuter Airlines ceased service

1990

7/15/1990- USAir Express operated by  
StatesWest Airlines initiated service

10/01/1990- Midway Airlines initiated service

1991

5/1991- Midway Airlines ceased service

• Early in the year, Alpha Air initiated service with a 
one-year codeshare agreement with MGM Grand 
Air that was not renewed for 1992

1992

4/1/1992- Morris Air operating through            
Sierra Pacific initiated service

• Helitrans Air Service ceased service

1993

10/18/1993- Jetstream International Airlines 
replaced StatesWest Airlines as USAir Express

11/24/1993- Trans World Express operated by 
Alpha Air initiated service

1994

1/14/1994- USAir Express operated by     
Jetstream International Airlines ceased service

4/1/1994- USAir Express operated by              
Trans States Airlines initiated service

5/26/1994- Southwest Airlines acquired          
Morris Air (Sierra Pacific) and initiated service 

11/3/1994- Reno Air initiated service

12/1994- United Parcel Service (UPS) initiated 
inaugural cargo service

1995

3/31/1995- USAir Express operated by            
Trans States Airlines ceased service

4/1/1995- Arizona Airways proposed to initiate 
service to Tucson (TUS) but the route was not 
approved . Arizona Airways ceased service in 
August without operating a single flight at SNA

4/1/1995- Federal Express (FedEx) initiated cargo 
service

9/1995- TWExpress operated by Alpha Air ceased 
service
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1996

4/1/1996- Great Lakes Aviation operating for 
United Express initiated service

7/7/1996- Great Lakes Aviation operating for 
United Express ceased service

1997

2/1997- USAir officially changed name to            
US Airways after announcement on 11/12/1996

9/8/1997- American Eagle operated by Wings West 
ceased service

1998

5/31/1998- WestAir Commuter Airlines operating 
for United Express ceased service

6/1/1998- United Express operated by        
SkyWest Airlines initiated service

2001

5/1/2001- Aloha Airlines initiated service

6/30/2001- Trans World Airlines (TWA) was 
acquired by American Airlines in April 2001 and 
ceased service

2002

6/26/2002- Mesa Airlines initiates service as an 
affiliate of America West Airlines

7/2/2002- American Eagle initiated service as an 
affiliate of American Airlines

2003

8/31/2003- Frontier Airlines initiated service

9/1/2003- Delta Connection operated by       
Atlantic Southeast Airlines initiated service

9/6/2003- US Airways ceased service

10/1/2003- Midwest Express initiated service

2005

5/2005- Midwest Express ceased service

9/8/2005- Atlantic Southeast Airlines was acquired 
by SkyWest Airlines and ceased service
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2007

11/4/2007- America West Airlines began operating 
as US Airways and ceased service

2008

3/31/2008- Aloha Airlines ceased service

2009

4/29/2009- Virgin America initiated service

2010

1/31/2010- Northwest Airlines merged with      
Delta Air Lines and ceased service 

4/1/2010- Air Canada initiated inaugural 
international service to Canada 

5/26/2010- Virgin America ceased service

2011

1/16/2011- Air Canada ceased service

5/2/2011- WestJet initiated International service to 
Canada

2012

1/4/2012- Compass Airlines initiated service

3/2/2012- Continental Airlines merged with    
United Airlines and ceased service

6/3/2012- AirTran Airways, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Southwest Airlines initiated inaugural 
international service to Mexico

9/5/2012- Compass Airlines ceased service

10/11/2012- Interjet (ABC Aerolineas) initiated 
international service to Mexico

2013

8/18/2013- Mesa Airlines ceased service
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2014

7/19/2014- Interjet (ABC Aerolineas) ceased 
service

10/1/2014- AirTran Airways merged with 
Southwest Airlines and ceased service

2015

10/17/2015- US Airways merged with        
American Airlines and ceased service 

2016

3/16/2016- Horizon Air initiated service

4/30/2016- Compass Airlines reinitiated service

2018

6/25/2018- Delux Public Charters, LLC initiated 
service

2020

4/1/2020- Compass Airlines ceased service

11/17/2020- Spirit Airlines initiated service

2021

2/12/2021- Allegiant Air initiated service

5/6/2021- Sun Country initiated service

10/2/2021- Air Canada reinitiated international 
service to Canada
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Covid-19 Pandemic:

In 2020 Pax counts ↓ 64% 

from 2019 levels

Thomas F. Riley Terminal 

opened in September 1990 

In 1967 Pax counts ↑ 508% 

from 1966 levels with the 

addition of Air California

JWA Pax Record:

10,664,038 Pax in 2018
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Covid-19 Pandemic:

In 2021 Pax counts         

↑ 109% from 2020 levels


